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was himself in danger. Had he come to them, they were resolved to dispatch him ; for, as Malcolm said to me,' \Vc could not keep him with us, and we durst not let him go. In such a situation, I would have shot my brother, if I had not been sure of him.' John M'Kcnzie was at Rasay's house when we were there'. About eighteen years before, he hurt one of his legs when dancing, and being obliged to have it cut off,'he now was going about with a wooden leg. The story of his being a member of parliament is not yet forgot-ten. I took him out a little way from the house, gave him a shilling to drink Rasay's health, and led him into a detail of the particulars which I have just related. With less foundation, some writers have traced the idea of a parliament, and of the British constitution, in rude and early times. I was curious to know if he had really heard, or understood, any thing of that subject, which, had he been a greater man, would probably have been eagerly maintained, ' Why, John, (said I), did you think the king should be con-trouled by a parliament?' He answered,'! thought, Sit, there were many voices against one.'
The conversation then turning on the times, the Wanderer said, that, to be sure, the life he had led of late was a very hard one; but he would rather live in the way he now did, for ten years, than fall into the hands of his enemies. Tlie gentlemen asked him, what he thought his enemies would do with him, should he have the misfortune to fall into their hands. He said, he dicl not believe they would dare to take his life publickly, but he dreaded being privately destroyed by poison or assassination. He was very particular in his in-quiries about the wound which Dr. Macleod had received at the battle of Culloden, from a ball which entered at one shoulder, and went across to the other. The doctor happened still to have on the coat which he wore on that occasion. He mentioned, that he himself had his horse shot under him at Culloden; that the ball hit the horse about two
1 This old Scottish member of parliament, I am informed, is still living (1785). BOSWELL.
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